
Dear Volunteer Services Team,

I am applying for the SPLASH internship for 2010. I am excited to apply my skills in the aquarium.

I am a 13 year-old boy who was born in South Carolina and have lived on the coast of Florida as 
well.  I have been Montessori educated all my life and my mom is Montessori trained to teach for 3 
to 9 year-olds and a State of Florida certified teacher for elementary-aged children and 5th - 9th 
grades in integrated curricula.  Montessori and my family have taught me self control, the need for 
deep observation, and a love for nature.  This year my mom is teaching me from home; the main 
thing we are studying is oceanography. I know I will enjoy this experience, and volunteering will be 
the culmination of my studies this year.

My mother asked me to think through what you would need in a team.  I think you need four main 
things:  thoughtful, independent workers; volunteers with the ability to speak clearly and effectively 
and employ people management skills; volunteers with the ability to process scientific information 
and explain it to others in an understandable manner; and a team with a deep respect for nature. I 
believe my mother and I have these skills.  

I have a strong desire to do things right the first time by thinking through the process, preparing a 
plan, and continuing until it is perfect.  My mother and I have worked on many projects together.

I have had experience leading and teaching groups of children ranging in age from three to six with 
minimal adult supervision.  My mother has a deep love for learning and has a passion for sharing 
that knowledge.  She doesn’t believe children should be provided with watered-down information.

I have a working knowledge of taxonomy and systematics of animals.  I have tested post high 
school since third grade in science and natural history.   I enjoy attending the Fort Johnson Lecture 
series, various lectures at the College of Charleston, and have a working relationship with several 
professors at the College of Charleston and the Citadel.  My goal is to be invited to work as an 
assistant to a graduate student in their lab.  

All my life I have been encouraged the to know what is going on around me. One thing I am 
interested in is Nudibranchs’ interactions with algae’s chromitin.  On a larger scale, I am concerned 
by how little the scientific community knows about 50% of the US’s territory.     

I have enjoyed the times I have been to the aquarium, and I think it is great that you allow kids like 
me to have this experience.  Thank you for your time and considering my mom and myself for this 
position.

Sincerely,

AV

AV and
EV


